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SECURITY INPORMATION %

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENGCY
OFTICE OF NATIODAL ESTIMATES

11 Jume JO9852
: SUBJECT: DRAPY TERMS OF REFERENCE: WNiB-35/2: FPROBABIE
; DENDIOBMENTS IN TDOCHINA
{Draft Por Board Consideration)

THE PROBIEM

To egtimato French and Chiness Commwvsin® cepabilitics and
intentdons in Tndochiva ond the Swterrsl plization throughout
Todochine, NHOTE: The estimate on the tactieal military situation
will run through mid-1953, However, stiention will be given om a
1longer ﬁmge teole to Vietmmese developments and French capabiiitien
apd inbentions.

RUCSTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBIAHM

. THE CURRENT STYUATION IN YMNDOCHINA

1. The states of coubat operations in Vietnan, laos,
and Cambodia? - |
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8. What trends have there bemy in the past six months
in the relative military strength, combat effest-
ivenens, snd inctical position of the French-Indo-
chinese and Viei Minh forcsa?

D. What are the present French-Vietnomese ospabilitilos
to:
: (1) Expand thefr are: of ecntrol snd infidct heavy
_ losses on the Viet Minh?

| | (2) Hold presently occupled tsrritory in Indochine
: against the Viet Minb operating with the preaent
: degroe of Chinege Commmist aseistance?

(3) Resist attacks by the Viet Mink cperating with
stbotantially incressed Chiness Compumist
asglatance, incloding Chinese Comamwist cowbat
forcen?

2. The siatus of politieal dovelopmemts in Vietrem, laocs,
and Canbodis, particularly those influencing administra-
tive efficliensy, motionsl morele, ond mobilizatien
capabiiitien?
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3. Foononle developments in Vieinam, laos, and Cambodia
as they affect naticral norole avd mobllization
, cepabilitiea?

4. The sitvation in Viet Minh held terrilory, ineluding
morale, food supply, armsments produstion, relatlons
with ths Chinese Commnists, menpover resources, and
extent and effectiveness of controla?
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13, FACTORS AFFECTING FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN IRDOCHINA

1. What trends in French-Indochinese capabllities to
resist or refuce Viet Minh-Chinese Commmist pressure
are probable?

&. In tyained manpower, orgenized forces and materlal
supply (including US aid)?

{1) Fremch forces
(2) Vietnamege forces

(3) leotian and Cambodien forces

b. In political gtrength, stability, end naticnal
morele in the Aspooiated States?

2, How will French and Indochivese will and intention to
resist be affected by the following?

a. Politionl, econcmic, and military develommemts
within metropoliten Frence end the French Undon.

b. Political and econcmic trends within Vietnam,
laos, and Combedis,

_ -l -
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Posaible tripartite warmings to the CC to keep

thelir txeope out of Indochina,

Changes in the level of US economic and milditary
asaisiance., |

An arnletice in Xores,

An expansiom of the Horsan war,

1. Whet trends in Viet Minh-Chinese Commmiet capabilities
~ are probeble through m3d.1953 sssuming a contimmtion
of the-present situation in Koreas

a,

b,

L

d.

Tn terms of trained Viet Minh menpover?

In tams of Viet Minh abllity to utilize effestively
heavy military equipment and to coordinate in combat
all of their organized forces?

In terms of Chinese Comrmmiot ablilities to provide
an insreased volume of technical and materiel assistance?

In terms of Chincse Commnist abllity to commit
combat foroes in Indochine?
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SECHET

(1) Grousd forees

(2) Adr forees

(3) Hawal forces

(4) logietic cepabilities smd limitaticms

2. Wat effect would an expension of the war in Korea or
an ermistice have om Commmist capabilities 4n Indochina?

3. Bow i1l Vict Minh courses of actions be affected by

the following:

a. TFallure to recelve sn increased level of technical
end materdal assistence?

'b. The econamic and politicel situation within their
area of control? |

¢. A deterforstion in their combat effectiveness?

d, An increase in thelr ccubat effectivences?

4, How will Chinese Commmmist courses of action in Indochina
be influenced by the followings:

a. Overall Chinese Communist interests ond policy in
the Far Esst?

. A groduval inersnse fin Freneh-Indochinese capabilities?

¢. A deterloraticn in the strength and eﬂec_tivmm of
the Viet Minh?
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d, A tripartite usyning to kesp their troope out
- of Indochine?

e, changu in the sitwetion Iin Korea?

‘£, Other contingennien sush as the release of Natlomalist
internees in Indochina, cembat operstions by Chinces
Hatiomalist troops In Southeast Asia, or against the
China mainlend, oto.? |

I1I. YROBABLE FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN INDOCHINA

{To be prepared by O/NE cn bagis of ahove)
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